
Canon Cycle Overview

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Cycle 1 You are Awesome Diary of a Young Girl The Perks of being a
Wallflower

The Curious incident of the
Dog in the Night-time

Encouraging teens to
find their confidence

and daring them to be
awesome.

The diary of a child
hiding from the Nazi’s for

two years.

A group of teenage
friends exploring their

own angst and sexuality.

A coming-of-age book about
a boy and his pet rat who

investigate the mysterious
death of a dog.

Cycle 2
Noughts and Crosses Percy Jackson and the

Lightening Thief
I am Malala The 57 Bus

Exploring race and
power in an alternate

world.

The story of a troubled
12-year-old boy with a

secret unknown even to
himself.

The autobiography of
the girl who stood up for
education and was shot

by the Taliban.

Race, class, gender and
crime. A true story of one

teen in a skirt, and another
with a lighter.

Cycle 3
Private Peaceful Refugee Boy The Five People You

Meet in Heaven
The Outsiders

Brothers Tommo and
Charlie, have a tough

childhood. Their
loyalty to each other
pulls them through,
until one day they

both fall for the same
girl and then the Great

War comes.

The story of a boy
called Alem. To protect
him from the violence

his family faces in
Ethiopia and Eritrea, his
father travels with him
to the UK, then leaves

him behind.

It follows the life and
death of Eddie, who

dies and is sent to
heaven, where he

encounters five people
who has a significant
impact on him while

he was alive.

The book details the
conflict between two rival
gangs: the working-class
“Greasers” and the upper-

middle-class “Socs”.

A Small Island
Explored the lives of two 

Jamaican immigrants,
who arrive in post-WWII
London with dreams of 

a better life.

A life on Our Planet
Attenborough reflects on 

the changes he has 
witnessed in nature 

during his long life, and
outlines the urgent 

issues facing our planet.


