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The GCSE Religious Studies (RS) course consists of two core elements, the study of
the beliefs and practices of two major world religions and responses to social themes
and ethical issues.

The GCSE RS course develops powerful knowledge because it instils in students a
deeper understanding of the lives of literally billions of people. It also increases their
knowledge and understanding of significant ethical issues such as abortion and
capital punishment, developing their appreciation of the complexities of these issues
and the varied responses to them.

One of the key skills RS students develop is the ability to evaluate, to take
information from a variety of sources and interpret it accurately, using it to reach
logical and reasoned conclusions. RS students are also analytical, looking at a range
of views on an issue or topic, analysing the reasons behind these views and inferring
the implications and potential impact of these views.

CYCLE 2: Religion,

peace and conflict.

Peace and justice.
Forgiveness and
reconciliation.
Reasons for war.
Holy wars.

Just war.
Pacifism.

Exam preparation:

* Revision.

« Past paper
questions.

< Exam techniques.

CYCLE 3: GCSE exams.

* Paper 1: Beliefs,
teachings and practices
of Christians and
Muslims.

* Paper 2: Thematic
Studies.

CYCLE 1: Religion, crime
and punishment.

« Causes of crime.

Aims of punishment.
Treatment of criminals.
Forgiveness.

Death penalty.

Potential future careers in Religious

Studies

Philosopher, consultant,
diplomat, theologian,
ethicist, philosopher.

CYCLE 3: Muslim practices.

« Five Pillars (Sunni).

* Ten Obligatory Acts

(Shi‘a).

* Greater and lesser jihad
* Festivals: Id-ul-Adha, Id-

ul-Fitr, Ashura.
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CYCLE 2: Muslim
beliefs.

Six articles of
faith (Sunni)
and the five
roots of Usul
ad-Din (Shi‘a).
Tawhid.

Nature of God.
Angels.

CYCLE 1: Religion and life.

« Origins and value of the
universe and human life.

* The environment and animal

CYCLE 2: Christian [ CYCLE 3: Relationships
practices and families.
Worship. * Sex, marriage and
Prayer. divorce.

Same-sex marriage and rights.
cohabitation. « Abortion and euthanasia.

Families and gender « Death and the afterlife.

Predestination.
Akhirah.
Prophethood.
Qur'an.
Imamate.

In terms of cultural capital, GCSE RS helps students understand the world around
them as they gain a deep understanding of the beliefs and practices of Christians and
Muslims, the two biggest religions in the UK. They also gain an understanding of the
views of other religious believers, and non-religious people relating to a wide-range
of topics and issues, from marriage and divorce to euthanasia and animal rights.

Sacraments.
Pilgrimage.
Celebrations. !
The role of the equality.
Church.

. . . L . Mission, CYCLE 1: Christian beliefs
Supporting literacy is important within RS as students are introduced to many new evangelism and . Nature of God.

terms and concepts, particularly as they study for the beliefs and practices paper. Church growth. + Creation.
Knowledge and understanding of religious quotes is also important and time is spent * Jesus.
learning and analysing these, along with using them accurately when answering * Sinand judgement.

. . « Salvation.
exam practice questions. « Life after death.

The curriculum is designed to cover all the elements required by the exam board

specification. This involves an in-depth study of the beliefs, teachings and practices Kev concepts
of two religions, which is assessed in paper one and the study of four themes which v
are assessed in paper two. As can be seen, right, the course is structured so that the 7 .
students study one religion, then two themes, then the second religion and finally _*.@ %« Y %\‘ @ @
the remaining two themes. This gives a good balance to the course. The chosen 3 @ x / '
exam board is AQA which is the one used by many schools. The choice element ‘@ + ' /
available in both papers means that other schools may opt for different religions @C_ @ < E
and/or themes.
Beliefs Practices Values Ethics

Retrieval practice primarily takes place in lessons through the ‘Do Now’ tasks which
form the silent starter at the start of each lesson. It also occurs through the inclusion
of exam-style questions which require students to refer to previously gained
knowledge.

Evaluating

Interpreting Communicating Debating
Spiral learning is used in the delivery of the course. In particular, the beliefs and
practices of Christians are constantly referred back to when students are studying the
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themes and examining religious responses to the topics and issues contained _¢ \ .
therein. Key skills
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To develop culturally aware students with a deep appreciation of worldviews combined with an advanced understanding of the complexissues that exist within society.



