
Fortnightly Headteacher Update

Celebrations
Our PE Awards ceremony last night was a heartwarming event celebrating achievements across our
PE classes.

Our Year 11 students enjoyed a wonderful evening at the Prom hosted at the Lord Haldon Hotel.
They enjoyed delicious food, dancing, and a sweet cart, creating a truly memorable experience. 

We were delighted to host Year 6 students from local Primary Schools on July 10-12, 2024, allowing
them to participate in English, Maths, and Science lessons. The Spanish department has had a
wonderful time introducing Year 6 students to Spanish language and culture during our transition
days, conducting Spanish taster sessions. We explored Spanish-speaking countries, emphasized the
importance of learning Spanish, discussed various foods and festivals, practiced introductions, and
counted up to 20. Great job, Year 6; we eagerly await seeing you in September!

A handful of our students baked over 600 cookies for our welcome to Yr 6 evening and offered them
to parents and students throughout our welcome evening. They where delicious!

Congratulations to all students who recently took part in the Inter-Schools Athletics competition at
Exeter Arena. Students from Y7-9 participated in a range of track and field events throughout the
day. We had great success in the events, finishing first in multiple track events and in the top three
for a range of field events. Our Y7 girls and Y8 boys teams also won their relays in thrilling contest to
close the day! 

On Tuesday, 2 July Zack and Daisy Yr 9 travelled to London to celebrate their success on AQA
Unlocking Potential at London Zoo with David Hill Paralympic Athlete and the Dame Kelly Holmes
Trust. They enjoyed a great day with 27 other schools from across the country. Well done Zack, Daisy,
and Maisie, we are so proud of you and your amazing social action project cooking a hot meal and
collecting over 250 pairs of socks for St Petrock’s Exeter.

Congratulations to all students who recently took part in the Inter-Schools Athletics competition at
Exeter Arena. Students from Y7-9 participated in a range of track and field events throughout the
day. We had great success in the events, finishing first in multiple track events and in the top three
for a range of field events. Our Y7 girls and Y8 boys teams also won their relays in thrilling contest to
close the day! 

Year 7 Exe valley challenge took place this weekend, 10 of our teams completed the 16km course, all
our students where amazing and a big well done to all involved!

 

Welcome to the very last headteacher’s update of the year. The last fortnight has been a real
highlight.  From welcoming Year 6 onsite for their 3 days of transition and seeing them in the primary
uniforms for the last time, all the way to Year 11, and saying goodbye to them at the prom.  Emotions
were running high – joy to sadness and everything in between. 

We celebrated sporting achievements of the last year at the PE awards evening last Thursday. Nell’s
exquisite dance performance was a highlight for all who attended. 

This week, we end with enrichment week. Students are off to France, Germany and Belgium for the
Year 9 residentials, plus we have trips to Longleat, Cheddar Gorge and the Exmouth Water Sports
Centre.  There are fun and enriching activities all week – we all learn something different about
ourselves during these new and exciting challenges. It’ll be wonderful to share the stories and photos
from these activities. 

Finally, we look forward to seeing our wonderful students back in September. Have a great summer.  

Julie 

https://www.facebook.com/zsllondonzoo/
https://www.facebook.com/DavidHillGB?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVU-gwTJBBRuCk-XoCrhwY_cfUFPUkmachnOdsAsMau7wl7jZhQpiPcuRgoEbNHIM80DviZVLvilAo73aLk93-TnvAI8l5a8Zwl1vxTUrg_C5A2DpoMOLPxvpXReCiEcRVz36cJa39DXvpWIjTEHF9TbksuP5A0bWHOyZt8sld76Q5GAPDrWmMEQDIx9J8Wn4_JiRoXWOcXmr6Lo6Dbnb-2&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/damekellyholmestrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVU-gwTJBBRuCk-XoCrhwY_cfUFPUkmachnOdsAsMau7wl7jZhQpiPcuRgoEbNHIM80DviZVLvilAo73aLk93-TnvAI8l5a8Zwl1vxTUrg_C5A2DpoMOLPxvpXReCiEcRVz36cJa39DXvpWIjTEHF9TbksuP5A0bWHOyZt8sld76Q5GAPDrWmMEQDIx9J8Wn4_JiRoXWOcXmr6Lo6Dbnb-2&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/damekellyholmestrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVU-gwTJBBRuCk-XoCrhwY_cfUFPUkmachnOdsAsMau7wl7jZhQpiPcuRgoEbNHIM80DviZVLvilAo73aLk93-TnvAI8l5a8Zwl1vxTUrg_C5A2DpoMOLPxvpXReCiEcRVz36cJa39DXvpWIjTEHF9TbksuP5A0bWHOyZt8sld76Q5GAPDrWmMEQDIx9J8Wn4_JiRoXWOcXmr6Lo6Dbnb-2&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/stpetrocks


Monday - Thursday are normal school times with NO P6 on Tuesday and the finish time for students
on Friday 19 July 2024 is 1pm.

Enrichment week this week, we have lots of day trips, local events and Year 9 residentials planned,
students can wear their full WES PE kit.

We want to hear from you to give a ‘shout out’ for your child/children involved in a club/group,
activity or just trying something new outside of school over the summer? Please email
admin@westexe.devon.sch.uk with photos and a brief explanation and we will celebrate this in our
next update.

To see term dates for the next academic year click here.
The menu from Aspens for September can be found on our website here, including information
about free school meals. 

The Parents Childcare Survey 2024 from Devon County Council is now live – Parents Childcare
Survey if you are a parent of a child or young person please take a minute to complete it.

Did you know, at West Exe we have grown a teacher training institute which has developed almost
900 trainee teachers since 1997.

For information on places for kids to eat for free or for £1 during the summer holidays 2024 click
here.

Update continued

YEAR GROUP INFORMATION
YEAR 7

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

Whole school information

A letter from your child’s Head of Year will be emailed to you this week confirming your child’s tutor
group.

YEAR 8

Students have been choosing their electives for next year and have been finishing off their last
Canon text of the year - The Five People You Meet in Heaven. 
Year 9 have also sat their first official English Literature mock in the hall and did really well in the
exam settings.
The Year 9 Performing Arts students show cased their performances of Bassett to parents/carers,
students and teachers on Monday, 1 July. The students performed their interpretation of the play in
their own inimitable way, demonstrating their commitment, ambition and adaptability to Drama. We
were incredibly proud of them all. Well done Class of 2026!!
A letter from your child’s Head of Year will be emailed to you this week confirming your child’s tutor
group.

Yr 8 have been marvellous reception helpers this year, thank you for all your hard work and we are
so pleased you have enjoyed the experience as much as we have.

A letter from your child’s Head of Year will be emailed to you this week confirming your child’s tutor
group.

Good luck to all our Year 10 students who are out on work experience this week. This is a fantastic
opportunity for you to experience the world of work. I hope you have a fantastic week!
A letter from your child’s Head of Year will be emailed to you this week confirming your child’s tutor
group.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4pFYXONWhnqLPqlyGdkY86lRAHTsdWmiXkDNXVvg6Gl_5dw/viewform
mailto:admin@westexe.devon.sch.uk
https://www.westexe.devon.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=261&type=pdf
https://www.westexe.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunch&pid=26
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Feur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.smartsurvey.co.uk%252Fs%252FParentsSurveySummer2024%252F%26data=05%257C02%257Clauren.cole%2540devon.gov.uk%257Ca76f42b888f2411d247f08dc9b39b836%257C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%257C0%257C0%257C638555919412127555%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=Q%252BtSnzEo%252F%252Bl%252BhxzuvW8gOAnqBwOA36bSvTxNsHCu5AU%253D%26reserved=0/1/01000190789be96a-6cc85677-8caa-42ed-88c5-45dc33920074-000000/iZOZyvuKioI4szCNx-_l77UKHjdf0ZdgjTUPwGwnIKI=360
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Feur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.smartsurvey.co.uk%252Fs%252FParentsSurveySummer2024%252F%26data=05%257C02%257Clauren.cole%2540devon.gov.uk%257Ca76f42b888f2411d247f08dc9b39b836%257C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%257C0%257C0%257C638555919412127555%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=Q%252BtSnzEo%252F%252Bl%252BhxzuvW8gOAnqBwOA36bSvTxNsHCu5AU%253D%26reserved=0/1/01000190789be96a-6cc85677-8caa-42ed-88c5-45dc33920074-000000/iZOZyvuKioI4szCNx-_l77UKHjdf0ZdgjTUPwGwnIKI=360
https://www.westexe.devon.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=96
https://www.westexe.devon.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=96


I have been teaching for 18 years and have a real love of my
subject, mathematics. For the past nine years, I have been
part of the wonderful community at West Exe, where I love
working with the incredible students and staff who make
every day a learning opportunity. I studied Marine
Geography at both Southampton and Bournemouth
universities, which enriched my understanding of the world
and fuels my enthusiasm for education. Being part of West
Exe allows me to inspire young minds and contribute to
their academic journeys, making every day a rewarding
experience.

I have been at West Exe for 5 years and absolutely love this
school and community. One of my favourite things about
my job is teaching English Literature and seeing young
peoples’ eyes open to history, other cultures, and great
ideas. It still fills me with joy. 
My role is to ensure we are at the heart of this special
community west of the river Exe. Your children will also
know me for a love of football (up the City!) and a strange
obsession with the European eel. I am also a bit of a crisp
connoisseur and regularly debate the best flavours with
students.

My life-long passion has always been to work in education, as I
was inspired by my PE teacher and all of the opportunities that
school provided me with gave me a real sense of belonging. 

I studied a BEd at Marjons in Plymouth and specialised in PE with
my final teaching practice at West Exe School where I fell in love
with the school and the community. During my time at West Exe
I have been a School Sports Coordinator, Head of Year 7,
Assistant Head for Transition and a Senior Deputy Head teacher
for Character and Culture and I am now delighted to be Head of
School.

I am fully committed to West Exe and I feel privileged every day
to work with incredible students and staff and be part of a
community that is kind, caring and works hard to transform the
lives of our young people.

Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with my nephews,
taking part in sport, walking and exploring new places in my
camper van with friends. My favourite place is by the sea
whatever the weather. I find being by the sea really relaxing and
gives me time to stop and recharge.

Welcome to this first ‘meet the team’ section of the fortnightly update.   
We thought it would be helpful to end the year with a roles and responsibilities update, as well as provide an opportunity to get to know
the leadership team a little better. 
Next year as well as continuing as Headteacher at West Exe school, I will be supporting schools across our Trust with staff development
as part of our new development institute. As some of you may be aware, at West Exe we have grown a teacher training institute which
has developed almost 900 trainee teachers since 1997, teachers who have gone on to support children in West Exe and our wider
Exeter and Devon schools. We want to continue this work so that every child in our community receives high quality teaching from well-
trained professionals. 
On the occasions when I am not on school site, Nicky Lewis, will be available in her new role as Head of School, one which she is really
looking forward to.   
As well as Nicky, you will be able to contact our two deputy headteachers: Joe Bispham, Deputy Headteacher for Community and
Education, and Laura Jacobs, Deputy Headteacher for Curriculum and Standards. 
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Meet the Tutor evening in September. Please do come and say hello. 

Like many people today, I had a life before teaching - one that
included living and working overseas, raising my family, and
working in a variety of different roles.  However, I always knew
that I wanted to teach, and so when my children were older, I
started the journey that would change my life. 

It began at Sidmouth College, first as a teaching assistant, and
then swiftly into teacher training, and teaching.  After 5 years at
Sidmouth, I made the choice to come to West Exe, as the Head
of English, and I can safely say it is the best decision I have ever
made.  I love this school, and the wonderful community we
serve. It is an honour and privilege but it is also an absolute joy.
The last three years as the headteacher have been wonderful – I
love working with our young people, watching them grow in
confidence, and seeing our staff grow and develop too.  West
Exe is in my blood! 

When I am not at work, I love spending time with my loved ones,
reading great books, travelling the world and exploring the
libraries of every new town I visit. 


