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Cycle 1: Year 10 - FINE ART          WEEKS 1-6: TEACHER LEAD WORKSHOPS                        Final Unit: SUSTAINED PROJECT
Compulsory weekly homework: (grade 4+) – you must spend a minimum of 1 hour per week completing the work you have started in lesson.
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+) – once you have completed the compulsory homework, complete the stretch and challenge tasks – or tasks similar and 
relevant to the weeks focus. Complete these tasks with flare and dedication, talking regularly to your teacher. *unless stated, images used have been sourced 
from the internet*

WEEK 1: CHOOSING A TOPIC WEEK 2: INITIAL OBSERVATIONS WEEK 3: EXPLORING VISUAL LANGUAGE

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete ‘Chosen Topic’ page and Mood Board 

(see task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2. Complete a title page that visually represents your
chosen topic.

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete ‘Initial Observations’ page 

(see task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2.    Take 10 quality photos of things to do 
with your topic – print them out. 

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete ‘Exploring Visual Language’ page 

(see task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2.    Complete a development of your best 
observation – purposefully consider your use of 
visual language.

WEEK 4: EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES WEEK 5: CHANGING VIEWPOINTS WEEK 6: EXPERIMENTING WITH DISTORTION

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete your ‘Experimental Studies’ page (see task 

checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2.    Choose your favourite combination of media and 
techniques to complete further studies – focusing on 
what interests you the most.

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete your ‘Changing Viewpoints’ 

page (see task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2. Choose your favourite study/photo and 

produce 4 x different viewpoint 
developments of it.

3. Take 10 quality photos of a relevant 
subject, exploring a rage of viewpoints. Print 
them out.

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete your ‘Experimenting with 

Distortion’ page (see task checklist for more 
detail).

Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2. Choose your favourite study/photo and 

produce a distorted development of it.
3. Take 10 photos – experimenting with 

distortion. Print them out.
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Cycle 1: Year 10 - FINE ART                                 WEEKS 7-9: PERSONAL CREATIVE JOURNEY                    Final Unit: SUSTAINED PROJECT
Compulsory weekly homework: (grade 4+) – you must spend a minimum of 1 hour per week completing the work you have started in lesson. 
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+) – once you have completed the compulsory homework, complete the stretch and challenge tasks – this could be from 
the suggested tasks or a task more relevant to where you are within your creative journey. *unless stated, images used have been sourced from the internet*

WEEK 7: SOURCE SUMMARY - INTENTIONS WEEK 8: SOURCE #1 – The Three R’s - INTENTIONS WEEK 9: SOURCE #1 – The Three R’s - 
PURPOSE

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete ‘Source Summary Page’ (see 

task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2.    Collect research and relevant images 
linked to your chosen sources. Print out.

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete source page – RESEARCH and 

REACTION (see checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2. Complete a personal photoshoot in response to 

source. Print out.
3. Start a RESPONSE.

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete source page RESPONSE #1 (see 

task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2.    Complete another RESPONSE – this could 
combine ideas from your previous one.

WEEK 10: SOURCE #1 – The Three R’s - 
PERSONAL

WEEK 11: SOURCE #2 – The Three R’s - 
INTENTIONS

WEEK 12: SOURCE #2 – The Three R’s - 
PURPOSE

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete source page RESPONSE #2 (see 

task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2.    Review your previous RESPONSES and 
complete a refined development. 

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete source page – RESEARCH and 

REACTION 9see task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2. Complete a personal photoshoot in response to 

source. Print out.
3. Start a RESPONSE.

Compulsory HW: (grade 4+)
1. Complete source page RESPONSE #1 (see 

task checklist for more detail).
Stretch and Challenge: (grade 6+)
2.    Complete another RESPONSE – this could 
combine ideas from your previous one.
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YEAR 10 CYCLE 1 BUSINESS
Week 5 Cash Flow 6 Limitation and advantages of break even 
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Usefulness of 
break-even 

analysis

Can make 
decisions 

about 
price and 

costs
Can find 
expected 

profit

Shows the 
margin of 

safety

See how 
much you 
need to 

sell

It will help 
when 

taking out 
loans Limitations of 

break-even 
analysis

Costs may 
change 

A price 
increase 

could lead 
to a fall in 

sales

The 
product 

may enter 
the decline 

stage

Competitors 
may change

Prices may 
change 

because of 
promotions 
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YEAR 10 CYCLE 1 FOOD & NUTRITION

Food Spoilage: the causes and the signs

Controlling bacteria growth

Controlling mould/yeast growth

Helpful uses of micro organisms in food production

Buying, storing and preparing foods safely
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Topic: Food Safety

Fresh foods cannot be stored for a very long time until changes 
start to occur, eventually causing them to deteriorate. The 
changes which make food unfit to eat is called food spoilage.

Why do foods spoil?
Enzymic browning: Enzymes can cause browning. 
An enzyme is a protein molecule which acts as a 
biological catalyst and speeds up a reaction. When exposed to 
oxygen (oxidation), the browning reaction speeds up. 
How can enzymic browning be reduced? Enzymes can be 
deactivated by high temperatures, e.g. blanching vegetables. 
They can also be deactivated by acidic conditions, e.g. adding 
lemon juice to apples.

Signs of food spoilage
• A sour rotting smell or 

taste.
• Areas of mould on food.
• Browning of food.
• A slimy feel to the surface 

of food.
• A loss of moisture leading 

to wrinkled food that can 
be discoloured.

• Foods looking or feeling 
over dry or wet. 

Microorganisms: Micro-organisms can make food unsafe to eat by simply being in the food and by 
producing waste products in the food or by producing toxins or poisons in the food. 
There are three main micro-organisms. These being yeast, mould and bacteria.
• Bacteria – Extremely small single cell organisms which can be found everywhere. Bacteria produce 

very quickly if the conditions are correct. Some bacteria are harmful, these are known as pathogenic 
bacteria, or pathogens. 

• Yeast – Found in soil, in the air and on some fruits. They are apart of a group of organisms called fungi. 
They are anaerobic, meaning they do not need air to survive.

• Moulds – They are also a type of fungi. They can be blue, green, black or white in colour. They 
reproduce by producing spores which will travel in the air and land on foods, they will then grow in 
the correct conditions. The can survive in the fridge but not in the freezer.

Conditions required for bacterial growth:
Temperature 
Bacteria is most active between 5◦c – 63◦c. This 
is known as the danger zone.  Bacteria die at 70 
◦c. Below 0◦c bacteria become dormant (go to 
sleep).

Moisture
Bacteria thrive in warm and moist environments 
making soups, sauces and gravies high risk foods.  
They are unable to grow in dried foods such as 
powders.

pH
A pH scale measures how acid or alkaline a 
substance is. Bacteria prefer neutral conditions 
with a pH of 7. Many bacteria will not be able to 
grown in acidic or alkaline environments, for 
example pickled foods.

Time
Bacteria produce very quickly by dividing into two, 
and then into two again. This is known as binary 
fission. They do this every 10 minutes. In 24 hours 
one bacteria cell could have developed into millions! 

Moulds
Moulds are visible to the eye and come in a variety of colours. Not all moulds are 
harmful, but some can produce toxins! Some are used in food production to 
enhance the food. They travel by releasing spores into the air (see picture right).

Conditions needed for growth (mould)
• Must have oxygen in order to grow.
• Grow quickly in moist conditions of 20°c - 30°c. Grow slowly in dry cold conditions.
• Can grow on a variety of foods but cheese and bread in particular.  

Yeast
Yeasts are responsible for food spoilage in high sugar content foods as sugar is their food source. 

Conditions needed for growth (yeast)
• Must have warm moist conditions (ideal temperature is 25°c - 29°c).
• Need sugary conditions.
• Anaerobic growth – do not need oxygen to grow.  

Micro-organisms and enzymes are used to help food be produced and can be very useful, not all are harmful! Some bacteria is used to make cheese and yoghurt!  Yeast is used to make bread as fermentation releases 
carbon dioxide and this gas helps to make bread rise. See more examples below of helpful uses of microorganisms and enzymes. 

Bread – yeast used.
The yeast is added to a bread recipe and 
digests the sugar and begins to ferment 
(release CO2). The gas helps the bread 
rise and creates pockets in the dough. Dried yeast granules

Yoghurt – bacteria used.
Bacteria starter culture is added to milk which 

helps turn the lactose (sugar in milk) into 
lactic acid. This helps give a sour taste and 

also lowers pH causing the milk to coagulate. 

Cheese – bacteria/mould/ enzymes used.
Bacteria  starter culture is added to cheese which helps turn the lactose (sugar in 
milk) into lactic acid. This helps give a sour taste and also lowering the pH causes 
the milk to coagulate. Mould is also sometimes added if a blue cheese is needed. 

This helps to develop a unique flavour/texture and appearance. Enzymes are 
added to cheese to help coagulate it and cause it to form into curds and whey.

Keywords:

Food spoilage: The 
changes which make 

food unfit to eat. This is 
caused by enzymic 

browning, yeast, mould 
and bacteria. 

Enzyme: A protein 
molecule which acts as 
a biological catalyst and 

speeds up a reaction. 
When exposed to 

oxygen (oxidation), the 
browning reaction 

speeds up. 
Pathogen: A type of 

bacteria which is 
harmful and can cause 

illness.
Binary Fission: The 

name of the process 
describing how bacteria 

multiply (dividing in 
two).

Starter culture: A type 
of friendly bacteria 
grown for a specific 

purpose.
Use by date: A date on 

food indicating food 
safety. Used on high 

risk foods, shows that 
after this date, the food 
could make you ill. High 

risk foods: high in 
protein, high in 

moisture.
Best before date: A 
date mark on food 

indicating food quality. 
Used on low risk foods, 

shows that after this 
date, the food may still 
be edible but will not 

be best quality. 
High risk foods: Foods 
which bacteria like to 
grow on. Foods which 
are high risk must be 
the following; high in 

protein, high in 
moisture (not dried 

foods). Those which do 
not need further 

cooking (e.g. cooked 
rice) will pose a big risk 

for food poisoning.



Knowledge Book Year 10 Cycle One

P
h

o
to

g
rap

h
y

YEAR 10 CYCLE 1 PHOTOGRAPHY

Artist Research Example - Rachel Baran:

Image Analysis:
CONTENT: What can you see in the image?
FORM: What formal elements and composition rules have been 
used?
PROCESS: How has the photo been taken or created?
MOOD: How does this photograph make you feel?
CONTEXT: What is the meaning behind the work?

How am I marked in photography? 
You get a mark out of 96 in total, which is broken down into marks out of 24 
for the following areas:

AO1 Research AO2 Experiments AO3 Recording ideas AO4 Outcomes

Using artists to   
inform ideas, 
written work about 
artists, analysing 
their style, trying 
out their 
techniques, 
combining different 
photographers 
styles.

Trying different   
camera techniques, 
different ways of 
editing photos,    
experimenting with 
lighting, composition, 
etc., developing ideas 
and reviewing to 
improve.

Quality of your       
photographs, contact 
sheets, variety and 
number of photo 
shoots, drawing ideas, 
planning photo shoots, 
sketching 
compositions, writing 
about your ideas and 
photos.

Bringing together 
your ideas in 
outcomes throughout 
the project and a 
series of final pieces. 
Must be a reflection 
of the experiments 
you have completed 
beforehand. 
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YEAR 10 CYCLE 1 PHOTOGRAPHY

Year 10 Natural Forms

Formal Elements Photography Genres

Trees

abstract

Water

splash photography

macro

landscape

cyanotype

still life

vertical panning photomontage

painting with light

slow shutter speed

kaleidoscopeswater & oil

frozen flowers

texture

water droplets

shape

form

colour

negative space
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YEAR 10 CYCLE 1 SPORT STUDIES

Outdoor and Adventurous Activities (OAA):
▪ An OAA is a leisure, recreation or sport activity 

undertaken in a natural, rural space that can be 
done as an individual or as part of a group.

Examples of Outdoor and Adventurous Activities:
▪ Skiing.
▪ High ropes courses.
▪ Orienteering.
▪ Kayaking.
▪ Mountain cycling.
▪ Rock climbing.
▪ Canoeing.
▪ Abseiling.
▪ Hiking.

Year 10 Sport Studies Cycle 1 - R187: Increasing Awareness of OAA – Topic Area 1 and 2.
Week 1:

Types of Provision:
▪ Provision: What is provided or available. 
▪ Local Provision:  Anything that is within 100 miles 

of your current location.
▪ Examples of Local Provision:  Haven Banks 

(orienteering), Go Ape (high ropes courses) and 
Saddles and Paddles (kayaking).

▪ National Provision:  Anything outside of 100 miles 
of your current location.

▪ Examples of National Provision:  Plas Y Brenin 
(mountain cycling), Holme Pierrepoint (kayaking) 
and Nevis Range (skiing).

▪ Voluntary Organisations:  Organisations that do 
not make a profit and rely on volunteers to run 
events.

▪ Examples of Voluntary Organisations:  Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, Scouts, Boys Brigade and Cadets.

Week 2:
National Sports Centres:
▪ A national sports centre provides facilities and 

expertise in a particular OAA.
Examples of National Sports Centres:
▪ Plas Y Brenin, North Wales – National Mountain 

Centre.
▪ Holme Pierrepoint, Nottinghamshire – National 

Water Sports Centre.
National Governing Body (NGB):
▪ The organisation responsible for running and 

organising a sport in a country.
Examples of NGBs:
▪ England Hockey (Hockey), British Orienteering 

(orienteering), GB Snowsports (skiing), British 
Watersports (kayaking) and British 
Mountaineering Council (rock climbing).

Activity Specific Centres:
▪ Works similarly to national centres but only 

caters for one specific activity.
Examples of Activity Specific Centres:
▪ Wimbleball Lake ((kayaking), Plas Y Brenin 

(mountain cycling and Snozone (skiing).

Week 3:
Provision
▪ BMX Cycling– Local: Exeter Eagles BMX Racing 

Club, Torbay BMX Club.
▪ BMX Cycling– National: National Cycling 

Centre, Bath BMX Track, The BMX Track London
▪ Orienteering – Local: Haldon Forest, Killerton 

Park, Haven Banks.
▪ Orienteering – National: Plas Y Brenin, Abbey 

Park, Leicester.
▪ Kayaking – Local: Haven Banks, Exeter.
▪ Kayaking – National: Holme Pierrepont, 

Nottinghamshire. 

Week 4:

Week 5:
Voluntary Organisations:
Duke of Edinburgh Award (DofE): 
▪ Youth award taking 1-4 years to 

complete.
▪ Three levels: bronze, silver and 

gold.
▪ Participants complete activities in 

three areas (physical, skills and 
volunteering) before completing an 
expedition.

▪ Run by Mrs Davies at West Exe 
School.

 
Cadets
▪ Divided into military and uniformed 

service cadets.
▪ Involves children who are school 

aged.
▪ Different groups: Air Training Corp, 

Army Cadet Force and Sea Cadets 
Force.

▪ Exeter Sea Cadets is based at Exeter 
Quay.

 
Girlguilding
▪ Largest youth organisation in the 

UK.
▪ Different age groups: Rainbows, 

Brownies, Guides and Senior 
Selection.

Throughout Cycle One: R185: Topic Area 1 - Continue to add to your logbooks for your practical sports (date, position, league/comp, details of what 
you did).
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YEAR 10 CYCLE 1 SPORT STUDIES

Categories of Equipment & Clothing
Different factors will impact the clothing and 
equipment needed.

• Experience (how confident the athlete or 
performer is at the activity).

• Weather (for example, summer compared to 
winter).

Year 10 Sport Studies Cycle 1 - R187: Increasing Awareness of OAA – Topic Area 1 and 2.
Week 6:

Categories of Equipment
Different activities will require different 
categories of equipment.

Safety Equipment: 
▪ Equipment that ensures the 

participants are safe at all times.
▪ For example, a helmet or harness 

when rock climbing.
Specialist Equipment: 
▪ Equipment that is specific to the 

activity.
▪ For example, kayakers or canoeists 

will require a paddle.

BMX Cycling– Safety: Helmet, knee and 
elbow pads.

High Ropes Courses – Specialist: BMX 
bike, suspension. 

Orienteering– Safety: Compass.

Mountain Cycling – Specialist: Map, 
compass.

Kayaking – Safety: Throw ropes, helmet, 
personal floatation device.

Kayaking – Specialist: Paddle leash, 
paddle, kayak.

Categories of Clothing
Different activities will require different categories 
of clothing.
Safety Clothing: 
▪ Clothing that ensures the participants are safe 

at all times.
▪ For example, specialist footwear when rock 

climbing.

Specialist Clothing: 
▪ Clothing that is specific to the activity.
▪ For example, the use of wetsuits for water 

sports.

General Items of Clothing: 
▪ Clothing that is not specific to the activity.
▪ For example, a waterproof jacket or a wicking 

t-shirt.

Week 7: Week 9:
Technology in OAA
Many different types of technology can be used to 
enhance participation and safety.
Types of Technology:
▪ GPS and Signalling Devices: Electronic maps 

and personal beacons.
▪ Light Weight Equipment and Clothing: Gore-

tex, Polartec and lycra.
▪ Waterproof Technology: Communication 

devices and smart watches.

Role of Technology:
▪ Access and transportation.
▪ Comfort.
▪ Safety.
▪ Communication.
▪ Information.

Week 8:

Week 10:

Terrain in OAA
Each OAA is completed in an environment or terrain 
that is specific to the activity. This will also impact 
safety and how an individual participates.
Terrain: 
▪ An area of land, considering its natural features.

Types of Terrain: 
These can be natural or man-made.
▪ Lakes, rivers, sea, canals, moorlands, quarries, 

dry ski slopes, mountainous areas, forest parks 
and gorges.

Throughout Cycle One: R185: Topic Area 1 - Continue to add to your logbooks for your practical sports (date, position, league/comp, details of what 
you did).
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YEAR 10 CYCLE 1 SOCIOLOGY 

GCSE Sociology: Year 10, Cycle 1: The Sociology of Education
Week 1: Key terms Week 2: Sociological views Week 3: Functions Week 4: Schools Week 5: Types of school
Comprehensive school: A 
school where all students are 
educated together regardless 
of ability
De-schooling: An alternative 
form of education proposed by 
Illich where formal schools are 
replaced by other methods of 
education such as home 
schooling
Ethnocentric curriculum: A 
curriculum (things that are 
taught) that focuses on a 
particular ethnicity 
Formal curriculum: The 
subjects and topics that are 
directly taught in schools
Further education: Education 
after compulsory level
Gendered curriculum: How 
stereotypes and expectations 
about gender are promoted 
through both the formal and 
hidden curriculum
Hidden curriculum: Things that 
are indirectly learnt in school 
(in and outside on lessons) e.g. 
competition 
Meritocracy: The functionalist 
view that all students have an 
equal chance in education and 
success is based on ability and 
effort 
Selective schools: Where 
students are selected for a 
school based on certain criteria 
such as academic ability or 
religion 

Functionalist: Education is 
positive as it prepares 
individuals for work and 
creates a stable society. All 
pupils have an equal chance to 
succeed as education is based 
on meritocracy.

Marxist: Education is negative 
as it helps to maintain the class 
divide and benefits the middle 
classes who have a better 
chance of succeeding. 
Education prepares working 
class pupils for low paid jobs 
and to accept capitalism. 

Feminist: Education is negative 
as it helps to maintain the 
gender divide and transmits 
patriarchal values and ideas. 
Females learn to adopt the 
stereotypical housewife role in 
society. Females are 
encouraged to take ‘softer’ 
subjects which could lead to 
lower paid jobs than males. 

Functions of education

1. Serving the economy 
Education provides skills /  
qualifications which 
prepare pupils for jobs. 
This helps the economy as 
essential roles are filled in 
society. 

2. Social mobility Education 
helps pupils move up the 
social class ladder through 
gaining qualifications and 
skills (through work and 
effort).

3. Social cohesion  Education 
teaches shared norms and 
‘British’ values which unites 
society and brings 
everyone together with 
shared beliefs. 

4. Secondary socialisation 
Education is an agency of 
secondary socialisation 
teaching norms, values, 
beliefs, ideas through the 
formal curriculum and 
hidden curriculum.

What is taught in schools?

Formal/official curriculum
Things that are directly taught 
in schools (e.g. English/maths) 
and this is mainly through the 
National Curriculum in England

Hidden curriculum
Things that are indirectly 
taught in education (rules, 
routines, regulations) and 
competition, hierarchy and 
gender roles  

Alternatives to schooling 

De-schooling
Illich believed schools should 
be replaced with alternative 
forms of education (e.g. home 
schooling) where their learning 
is more personalised and less 
likely to promote capitalism 

Home schooling
Where children are educated 
at home by parents / tutors 
etc. rather than in school. They 
must receive a full time
education and are inspected 
by the local authority. Gives 
children more personalised 
one-to-one support and less 
chance of behaviour issues. 

State: Funded by the 
government (state); free to 
attend; teach the National 
Curriculum (NC) 
Independent / private: Not 
funded by the government; 
parents usually pay for their 
children to attend; do not have 
to teach the NC; usually have 
smaller class sizes and better 
facilities/opportunities 
Grammar: Select pupils based 
on academic ability; pupils 
must pass the 11+ to attend; 
high ability pupils can be 
‘challenged’ and ‘stretched’
Faith: Select students if they 
are of a certain faith; beliefs 
are promoted in school life and 
focused on in RS
Academies: Receive funding 
directly from the government 
and have more control over 
how to spend it; do not have 
to follow the NC; may have 
different term dates 
Free school : Can be set up by 
charities, communities etc.; 
have control over how to 
spend funding, set term dates 
etc.; do not have to follow the 
NC; are ‘all ability’ schools
Special schools: Educate 
children with Special 
Educational Needs (SEN); 
pupils can receive more 1:1 
support and the use of special 
facilities/equipment 

Policies in education 
To improve standards: Ofsted, league tables, academies 
To increase competition: Marketisation, league tables. 
Ofsted 
To improve opportunities for low income pupils: EMA 
(Education Maintenance Allowance – no longer available 
in England), longer compulsory education 
To make education fairer: Comprehensive system (1965) 
which replaced the tripartite system
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YEAR 10 CYCLE 1 SOCIOLOGY 

GCSE Sociology: Year 10, Cycle 1: The Sociology of Education
Week 6: Key terms Week 7: Studies and 

trends
Week 8: Studies and 
trends

Week 9: Studies and 
trends

Week 10: Factors

Correspondence principle:
Schools reflect the workplace 
and through learning routine 
and obedience, children are 
prepared to be exploited in 
capitalist life
Cultural capital: The skills and 
knowledge middle class 
parents have that they can use 
to give their children an 
advantage in the education 
system
Labelling: Attaching a name or 
trait to a person or group e.g. 
smart. This is often based on a 
stereotype 
Marketisation: 1988 Act that 
aimed to bring competition 
and choice into education 
Material deprivation: When 
students lack the money and 
the things that money can buy 
to succeed 
Social capital: The networks of 
relationships/contacts that 
middle class parents have to
help pupils succeed 
Social cohesion: When 
individuals in society are 
brought together and share 
the same norms and values 
Social mobility: Movement up 
the social ladder (e.g. working 
class to middle class)
Vocationalism: Education 
focused on more practical or 
technical skills aimed at a 
certain job or career 

Durkheim (functionalist)
• Major function of education 

is the transmission of 
society’s norms and values.

• Education provides the link 
between the individual and 
society.

• Rules should be strictly 
enforced to promote self-
discipline and for society to 
run smoothly.

Parsons (functionalist) 
• School acts as a bridge 

between the family and 
society, taking over as the 
main agency of 
socialisation. 

• Schools are based on 
meritocracy – ability and 
effort, not money. 

• Schools socialise children 
into the basic values of the 
wider society, maintaining 
value consensus.

Ethnicity and achievement
• Chinese students are the 

highest performing ethnic 
group.

• Black pupils and 
gypsy/Roma pupils are 
among the lowest 
performing.

• White British are also low 
performing.

Bowles and Gintis (Marxist)
• Correspondence principle –

Schools reflect the 
workplace, students are 
prepared for work e.g. 
accepting authority.

• Schools are not 
meritocratic.; class 
determines achievement. 

Willis (Marxist)
• A participant observation of 

boys found that working 
class boys joined a counter 
school subculture where 
they avoided attending 
lessons and resisted any 
attempt to control their 
behaviour. 

• Willis concludes that this 
prepared them for their 
future jobs which would be 
unskilled or semiskilled and 
quite repetitive.

Class and achievement
• Working class pupils 

achieve less 5 A*C grades 
than middle class pupils.

• There is an ‘achievement 
gap’ between students 
receiving Free School Meals 
(FSM) and non-FSM.

• Students from working class 
backgrounds are less likely 
to go to University.

Ball (Interactionist)
• Conducted a participant 

observation at a 
comprehensive school to 
look at the effect of setting 
/ teacher expectations on 
achievement. 

• Pupils in lower sets were 
more likely to be working 
class, were not given as 
much support, were 
labelled and more likely to 
be disruptive as a result. 

Ball and Gerwitz (Interactionist) 
• Examined the effects of 

marketisation and parental 
choice. 

• Found that increased 
parental choice and league 
tables pressured schools to 
introduce setting and 
streaming and to focus on 
higher ability students.

• Middle class parents were 
better able to use their 
choices to get their children 
into higher achieving 
schools.

Gender and achievement
• Girls are more likely to 

achieve 5 high grade GCSE 
passes than boys.

• In most A Level subjects, 
female students outperform 
male students.

Factors affecting achievement

In school factors
Setting and streaming: Could 
increase achievement of 
students in high sets, but 
decrease that of students in 
lower sets

Mixed ability teaching: May 
improve achievement, higher 
ability could help lower ability 
but could mean they are not 
‘challenged’ or are held back

Labelling: Teachers could label 
pupils which could lead to a 
self-fulfilling prophecy, 
decreasing achievement if 
pupils accept negative label 

Out of school factors
Parental values: Parents who 
value education encourage 
their child to work hard, get 
them a tutor etc. which 
improves achievement

Cultural deprivation: Children 
may not learn the correct 
norms and values to succeed 
in education, negatively 
impacting their achievement 

Material deprivation: Some 
parents cannot afford 
resources for their child to 
succeed, or may not have a 
quiet place for them to study
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𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃
𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 × 100

𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶 𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝
𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦 𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤𝑤 𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 × 100

𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃
𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿 𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑟𝑟′𝑠𝑠 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 × 100

𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏𝑏/𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑
𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 × 100

𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑔𝑔𝑔𝑔𝑔𝑔𝑔𝑔𝑔𝑔
𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 × 1000

𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶 𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟
1000 × 𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝

±

±

±

±

𝑧𝑧 = 𝑥𝑥−𝜇𝜇
𝜎𝜎

𝑥𝑥

𝜇𝜇 𝜎𝜎

𝜇𝜇 𝜎𝜎
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𝜇𝜇 ± 2𝜎𝜎
𝜇𝜇

𝜎𝜎

𝜇𝜇 ± 3𝜎𝜎
𝜇𝜇

𝜎𝜎

𝜇𝜇 ± 2𝜎𝜎
𝜇𝜇

𝜎𝜎

𝜇𝜇 ± 3𝜎𝜎
𝜇𝜇

𝜎𝜎
𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜

𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜

𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡
𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇 𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡

𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴) × 𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡
P(𝐴𝐴)

𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡
𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇 𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛𝑛 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡

𝑃𝑃(𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁 𝐴𝐴) = 1 – 𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴)

𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝐵𝐵)
= 𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴) + 𝑃𝑃(𝐵𝐵) – 𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝐵𝐵)

𝑃𝑃 𝐴𝐴 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝐵𝐵 = 𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴) 𝑥𝑥 𝑃𝑃(𝐵𝐵)

𝑃𝑃 𝐵𝐵 𝐴𝐴

𝑃𝑃 𝐵𝐵 𝐴𝐴 = 𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝐵𝐵)
𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴)

𝑃𝑃(𝐵𝐵|𝐴𝐴)

𝑃𝑃 𝐵𝐵 𝐴𝐴 = 𝑃𝑃(𝐵𝐵)
𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝐵𝐵) 𝑃𝑃(𝐴𝐴) ×

𝑃𝑃(𝐵𝐵)
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